
A WINTER OF RESPONSE,
COMMUNITY & CARE

January–March 2026 Impact Update

Winter tested our community.
Extreme cold. A devastating fire. Northern evacuations. Power outages. Snowstorms.

And through it all — you showed up.

Because of your generosity — of time, goods, funding, partnerships, and belief — Linking Hope 
moved quickly to deliver hundreds of warm coats, essential supplies, and critical supports to people 
who needed them most.

But as winter ends, a new challenge is emerging — one that will require our community to 
come together once again.

This winter reminded us: community is strongest when we move together.
None of this happens without you.



Transition & Community Response

A Moment of Transition — And an Opportunity to Lean In

As many in our community know, N’Dinawemak will be closing at the end of this month as the building 
undergoes renovations.

This space has been foundational to Linking Hope — and to many of the agencies and individuals 
who rely on it.

This transition means two things at once:

1. We are moving forward.

Linking Hope will be able to stay at the same location through April. We are also actively securing a 
new space in the immediate area and working through logistics to ensure continuity of service. STAY 
TUNED FOR DETAILS. Our commitment remains the same, with a few changes:

→ Keep essential goods moving

→ Support 120+ agencies with deliveries

→ Respond to community needs — quickly and with dignity

2. The need around us is increasing.

With this transition, we know there will be individuals and community members who are displaced and 
will need additional support in the weeks ahead.

This is where we ask our community to lean in — again.

    Urgent Needs Right Now

As we navigate this transition, we are prioritizing:

• New underwear
• New socks
• Hygiene products (toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, deodorant, menstrual products)

These are the items most immediately needed by individuals experiencing displacement and 
instability. Linking Hope can purchase these items at cost if you choose to donate cash at 
www.linkinghope.ca/donate

If you are able to donate, now is the time.



       Volunteer Updates (Important)

As construction begins and we transition spaces, our volunteer schedule may shift.

➡ All volunteers must RSVP in advance
This ensures we can communicate any changes, timing adjustments, or location updates.

We are so grateful for your flexibility as we navigate this transition together.

📦 Operations Will Continue
While our space is changing — our work is not stopping.

We will continue to:
• Distribute essential goods to agencies
• Support emergency response efforts
• Coordinate deliveries across the city and to northern communities

If you are able to help with transport or deliveries, we would love to hear from you.

📍   What’s Next
We are finalizing details on our new space and will be sharing updates soon.

It will remain close to our current location, allowing us to continue serving our partners and 
community effectively.

Stay tuned — and thank you for standing with us through this next chapter.

Our Why

Dignity: People choose what they need — especially during harsh winter months when warmth is 
critical.

Speed: Rapid response during cold snaps, fires, evacuations, and emergencies.

Sustainability: Diverting winter surplus (coats, boots, workwear) from landfill into life-saving use.

Leverage: Every donated coat, pallet, or volunteer hour multiplies impact across dozens of agencies.
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Winter Response & Community Impact

This season demanded urgency — and collaboration.

❄ Hundreds of Warm Coats Distributed

During the late January cold stretch, we mobilized in days — not weeks.

With the support of:

Y Winnipeg (community coat collection)
Rotary Club of Winnipeg
Jessiman Family Foundation
Brands for Canada
Danny Boyco
Generous Winnipeggers across the city

We distributed hundreds of warm coats to people living outdoors and through frontline agencies.

Because warmth should never be a privilege.

🏒 Hockey Equipment Heading North

Sport builds confidence, belonging, and opportunity for young people.

This winter we partnered with The RINK, the Rotary Club of Winnipeg, and Northway Aviation to 
collect truckloads of hockey equipment that will be transported to northern communities. 

Also, Hockey Helps the Homeless and Southdale Community Centre made incredible 
contributions.



Gently used skates, helmets, pads, sticks, and gear are being sorted and prepared so youth in 
northern communities can access the game many Canadians grow up loving.

This initiative reflects something we believe deeply:

Access to sport should not depend on geography.

Community partnerships like these make it possible.

🔥          Standing with Main Street Project (ManWin Fire)

When the ManWin fire displaced residents, we supported Main Street Project by sharing space, 
supplies, and coordinating essential items quickly and respectfully.

In moments of crisis, coordination matters.

🌨 Supporting Pimicikamak During Evacuation

We continue to support members of Pimicikamak Cree Nation, a community of over 9,500 currently 
under state of emergency due to a severe winter power outage causing widespread infrastructure 
damage.

With military-assisted and Red Cross-supported evacuations underway, we are working alongside 
partners to ensure evacuees have clothing, hygiene supplies, and essential items while repairs 
continue.

Community does not stop at our city limits.

A Winter Powered by Volunteers

 Since January 2026 began, we have hosted:

 33+ volunteer events  and welcomed hundreds of volunteers.

 This winter, we were grateful to host:

University of Manitoba Dental Hygiene students
Summit Search Group
True North Sports & Entertainment
Mondetta
Y Winnipeg staff
The Winnipeg Foundation staff
Western Financial Group



DASCH (monthly volunteers)
MET School (monthly volunteers)
WASO volunteers
Cheerboard
Dream Factory
Pembina Trails Collegiate
Main Street Project Volunteer Teams
Downtown Community Sasfety Partnership (DCSP) 
Boys U15  AAA Wild Hockey team
Many family, friend & work groups
And our incredible weekly sort-and-fold regulars.

 Even during snowstorms.

 Even during emergencies.

 You showed up.

Partnerships That Power Impact



Community impact happens through collaboration.

Throughout the winter we strengthened relationships with community partners, corporate supporters, 
volunteers, and agencies who help move essential goods where they are needed most.

We also continued to build connections across the community — attending events, learning from 
partners, and working together to strengthen Winnipeg’s network of care

Together, we are building a stronger and more resilient community. 

Looking Ahead To Spring



 As winter transitions to spring, our work continues.

 We are:

Deepening corporate partnerships
Expanding northern supports
Preparing for emergency readiness
Welcoming new volunteers
Strengthening systems to respond even faster

 Winter reminded us:

 Preparedness + partnership = impact.

 Thank you for walking alongside us.

 Together, we continue to make a difference.

Winter Snapshot

33+ volunteer events
Hundreds of volunteers
Hundreds of coats distributed
Truckloads of sports equipment collected
120+ agencies supported
Many northern communities supported

How you Can Help This Spring

Winter showed us something powerful: when community moves together, real impact happens 
quickly.

As we move into spring, there are many ways to be part of this work:

Volunteer
Bring a friend, your family, or your workplace team. A few hours in the warehouse helps essential 
supplies move quickly into community.

Donate New Items
We continue to prioritize new clothing, hygiene supplies, and household essentials so agencies 
can distribute items with dignity.

Partner With Us
Businesses and organizations can help by donating surplus goods, hosting volunteer days, or 
supporting emergency response efforts.



Spread the Word
Sometimes the most powerful thing you can do is tell others about Linking Hope and the work 
happening across our community.

Every action — big or small — helps strengthen the network of care that so many people rely on.

And if this winter proved anything, it’s this:

When people lean in— especially in moments of transition — Winnipeg shows up.

Thank you for being part of this work.

Hope moves fastest when community moves together.


